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Over 30 patterns for knitted mittens of all 
kinds—gusseted, cuffed, ribbed, flip-top, 
and more—with unique designs rooted 
in distinctly Swedish stories, landscapes, 
and wildlife. Choose a beautifully intricate 
classic Kurbits motif, or fun and fancy 
butterflies; work a thick, sturdy pair of 
half-gloves in stranded knitting or light, 

lacy mittens in a single color. With easy-
to-follow charts and gorgeous full-color 
photography, patterns suited for multiple 
skill levels, and a section with tips and 
explanations to help the less experienced 
find their way, this is the perfect collection 
for anyone looking to master the art of 
knitting Scandinavian mittens.
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MAJA KARLSSON lives in the 
small town of Arvika, Sweden, 
in a charming house built in 
the 1920s. She is a freelance 
knitter and designer, writer, 
blogger, photographer, lecturer, 
and teacher, and also operates 
her own online yarn store, Maja 
Manufaktur. Karlsson is the author 
of the popular book Traditional 
Swedish Knitting Patterns.
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Rag Rug
There are a few things I would never want to be without. Creaking 
floorboards and rag rugs, for example. So here’s a shout-out to rag 
rugs in the form of a rag-rug-style mitten pattern. As a bonus, this 

pattern is tremendously easy to knit and thus an excellent project for 
anyone not very experienced at knitting. This type of mitten is very 
flexible in its fit and can warm both large and small hands, making 

it extra rewarding.

Skill level: Intermediate

Size: Women’s

FiniShed MeaSureMentS

length: 9¾ in / 25 cm (lightly stretched)
Width: 3½ in / 9 cm

MaterialS

Yarn: CYCA #4 (worsted, afghan, Aran), Alegría Grande from Manos del Uruguay (75% superwash Merino 
wool, 25% polyamide, 197 yd/180 m / 100 g)

Yarn ColorS and aMountS:
MC: Natural White 14226: 50 g

CC: Multicolor 14212: 50 g

needleS: U. S. sizes 4 and 6 / 3.5 and 4 mm: sets of 5 dpn

gauge: 18 sts and 28 rnds in St st on larger needles = 4 x 4 in / 10 x 10 cm.
Adjust needle sizes to obtain correct gauge if necessary.

teChnique:
Pattern stripe: Purl 3 rnds with CC.
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riGHT MiT Ten

With MC and smaller dpn, CO 40 sts. Divide 
sts evenly over 4 dpn (= 10 sts per needle). 
Join, being careful not to twist cast-on row; 
pm for beginning of rnd. 

Work around in k2, p2 ribbing for 2 in / 5 cm.
Change to larger dpn and knit 2 rnds.
*Work 1 pattern stripe (see Techniques on pre-

vious page). Knit 4 rnds with MC*. Rep * to * 
3 more times. Work 1 pattern stripe and then 
knit 2 rnds with MC.

thuMbhole

K20. With a length of smooth, contrast color 
yarn, knit the next 8 sts. Place the 8 sts back 
on left needle and knit with MC. Knit the 
rem 12 sts to end of rnd.

Continuation oF hand

Knit 1 rnd with MC. *Work 1 pattern stripe. 
Knit 4 rnds with MC*. Rep from * to * 4 
more times. Work 1 pattern stripe and then 
knit 2 rnds with MC. Cut CC.

top Shaping: 
Ndls 1 and 3: K1, ssk, knit to end of needle.
Ndls 2 and 4: Knit until 3 sts rem, k2tog, k1.  

= 4 sts decreased on rnd.

Now, decrease as above on every rnd until 8 sts 
rem. Cut yarn and draw end through rem sts; 
tighten.

thuMb

Insert larger dpn into sts below scrap yarn and 
another dpn through sts above scrap yarn. 
Carefully remove scrap yarn = 16 sts; divide 
sts onto 4 dpn. With MC, knit around until 
thumb is 2¼ in / 5.5 cm long.

Shape the top of the thumb as for top of mitten, 
decreasing on every rnd until 8 sts rem. Cut 
yarn and draw end through rem sts; tighten.

LeF T MiT Ten

Work as for right mitten to thumbhole.
To place the thumb, k32 and then knit 8 sts 

with scrap yarn. Place the 8 sts back on left 
needle and knit with working yarn.

FinisHinG

Weave in all ends neatly on WS. Block mittens 
by gently washing in lukewarm water with 
wool-safe soap. Rinse in lukewarm water and 
lay	flat	to	dry.
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